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Childrens
Anis{ry

Gear up for another year of amazing children’s ministry!

Within these pages, you'll discover the best new and exciting
resources from our trusted ministry partners. Whether you're
looking for curriculum, Bibles, vacation Bible school, or other
tools to resource your children’s ministry, here you'll find an
array of quality options and best practices from the ministry

experts you rely on.

May God richly bless your ministry to children in 2025.

Your friends,
The Editors
Outreach magazine

OUTREJCH

MAGAZINE

This guide is sponsored by Outreach magazine (outreachmagazine.com).
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BIBLES

Equipping You to Lead Kids to Open God’s Word.

As the oldest Bible publisher in North America, Holman Bibles creates
resources to equip you to accurately educate and encourage lifelong
discipleship within your ministry. Here’s what’s new for your kids ministry!

Dyslexia-friendly!

Dyslexia-friendly CSB Grace Bible for Kids

Dyslexia shouldn’t keep kids from reading God’s Word,
and now, it doesn’t have to! Help every kid experience
the truth of God’s Word this year with a Bible
designed for dyslexia and reading challenges. Created
in partnership with 2K/DENMARK and Cambridge
University, it features an inclusive and tested typeface,
layout, and design.

Also available for preorder: CSB Grace Bible (ages 13+)!

Explorer Bible for Kids (Available in CSB and KJV)

This award-winning Bible features QR codes that link
to engaging videos, questions, and printable activities
to help kids see the Bible as real, exciting, and life-
changing truth. Great for ministry classrooms, at-home
discipleship, and for gifts, with personalization available
on select editions.

CSB Kids Bible (New Covers Just Released")

Offer young readers an exciting approach to Bible
study with the CSB Kids Bible. Dozens of full-color
pages are filled with study helps to expand their Bible
knowledge and help them connect to the people,
places, and events in God’s Word. Perfect for using at
home, church, and school, this Bible grows with your
kids as they grow in Christ. Also available in KJV.

The CSB Gospel Project for Kids Classroom Bible

Get the gospel into the hands of kids with this outreach-
friendly Bible. Featuring a fun and engaging cover
design, helpful study content, and kid-friendly gospel
presentation, this Bible will help point kids to Jesus
again and again. It aligns with The Gospel Project for
Kids’ 2024-2027 study plan and includes a kid-friendly
gospel presentation!

KJV One Big Story Bible (New Covers Available)

Show kids the greatest story with this Bible’s 146 full-
color Gospel Project illustrations placed throughout. It’s
designed to show young readers how they are a part of
God’s great story and how they can engage and grow
with God’s Word over time. Also available in CSB.

BULK PRICING & PERSONALIZATION AVAILABLE

Shop now to find even more life-
changing resources for your kids.
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The Go Bibleis available
wherever Bibles are sold online,
at KidsGoBible.com, or at
your favorite local bookstore!

Head to KidsGoBible.com
for FREE resources such as
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5 CULTURAL
SHIFTS AND
EMERGING

TRENDS

hildren’s ministry leaders face a rapidly evolving landscape shaped by

7/

TODAY’S CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY

cultural and societal changes triggered over the past several years,

including incredible cultural division, economic challenges, and a
global pandemic. The year ahead will demand adaptability, innovation,
and a deep understanding of the shifting needs of families and children.
Here's a glimpse of what this year may hold for your ministry, including
key cultural trends, technological advancements, and practical strategies

for staying ahead.

A DIGITAL EVOLUTION

Generation Alpha—those born from
2010 onward—will be the prima-

ry age group attending children’s
ministries. This cohort is growing up
with advanced technology integrated
into their daily lives. According to a
2023 report from Common Sense
Media, 53% of children aged 6-8 use
a smartphone daily, and 45% engage
with digital media for more than
three hours a day.

PRACTICALLY SPEAKING Children’s
ministries need to continue to seek out
ways to integrate technology into their
programs to engage this digital-savvy
generation effectively. This includes
developing interactive digital content,
such as Bible apps with gamified ele-
ments, virtual reality (VR) experiences
for biblical storytelling, and secure,
online communities (or the metaverse)
where children can participate in
faith-based activities and discussions.
You can find tools to help with most of
these ventures for free online.
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EA MENTAL HEALTH AND
EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING

Mental health continues to be a sig-
nificant focus since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, with growing
recognition of its importance in chil-
dren’s overall development and well-
being. The National Institute of Mental
Health reported a 25% increase in
anxiety and depression among chil-
dren and adolescents between 2016
and 2021. The COVID-19 pandemic
exacerbated these issues, highlighting
the need for supportive interventions
and environments where mental health
is safeguarded.

PRACTICALLY SPEAKING Find ways
to incorporate mental health and
emotional well-being best practices
into your programming and volunteer
training. This can include training team
members to recognize signs of mental
health issues, integrating emotion-
al resilience practices into lessons,
and providing resources for parents
on managing stress and supporting
their children’s mental health. For
instance, some churches are
introducing programs that
combine biblical teachings with
emotional intelligence training,
helping children develop coping
skills and resilience.

EN NcLusiviTy
AND DIVERSITY

The American cultural landscape is
becoming increasingly ethnically
and socially diverse and will con-
tinue on this trajectory.
According to the Pew Re-
search Center, 20% of children
in the U.S. are from multiracial
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backgrounds, and 28% belong to
non-Christian faith traditions. This
trend is expected to continue, with
increasing representation of various
cultural, racial, and religious back-
grounds.

PRACTICALLY SPEAKING A ministry
that embraces inclusivity and diversity
more proactively will be a stronger,
more effective ministry. This includes
ensuring that ministry curriculum and
activities are inviting and inclusive, that
your team is trained to welcome chil-
dren from a variety of backgrounds and
experiences, and that you intentionally
create an environment where all chil-
dren feel seen and valued and where
Jesus is at the forefront of all you do.

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
i AND SUPPORT

Family structures and dynamics
continue to evolve, with a rise in single-

parent households, blended families,
and varying family models. The U.S.
Census Bureau notes that about 27%
of children live with a single parent,
and 16% live in blended families.

PRACTICALLY SPEAKING Children’s
ministries everywhere have worked to
address the needs of diverse fam-

ily structures, and this need is only
increasing. This may include providing
resources and programs that cater to
single parents and blended families,
such as parenting workshops, family
counseling, and inclusive activities
that accommodate different family
models. It may mean offering flexible
family support groups that address
parenting challenges and providing
community-building opportunities for
families. However it looks in your
setting, family-centered ministry is
key to a thriving ministry and church.

NEW EDUCATIONAL
b0 APPROACHES

The traditional classroom model is
giving way to more interactive and

experiential learning methods.
According to a 2023 study by the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
70% of educators believe that proj-
ect-based and hands-on learning
approaches are more effective in
engaging children than traditional
lecture-style teaching experiences.

PRACTICALLY SPEAKING More
interactive and experiential learning
strategies are central to an effective
educational experience for kids. This
includes creating hands-on activities,
project-based lessons, and using
technology to facilitate interactive
learning experiences. It means letting
kids guide their own learning at times,
including allowing them to select what
types of activities they want to par-
ticipate in and offering more oppor-
tunities for group interactions. It also
means recognizing different learning
styles and weaving them into your
classroom programming.

As we look ahead to a new year, we
face an exciting array of opportuni-
ties and challenges in keeping our
children’s ministries safe, smart, and
savvy. Embracing digital transforma-
tion, addressing mental health needs,
promoting inclusivity and diversity,
supporting diverse family structures,
and adapting to new educational ap-
proaches will all be crucial for relevant
and effective ministry.

By proactively addressing these trends
and adapting strategies according-

ly, children’s ministries can create a
vibrant, engaging, and supportive
environment that meets the evolving
needs of children and families growing
in their faith in Jesus.
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DON'T
LEAVE
THEM
IN THE
DARK...

[lluminate
the Bible

to kids in a
powerful way

o multi-week lesson packs
o videos

o activities

o crafts

o Biblically-solid

o sermon of the week

SERMONS4 KiDS

sermons4kids.com




Recruiting volunteers? Keeping kids engaged? Simply Loved keeps Sundays simple.

Building a lasting faith?

Remove the complications for your volunteers,
and help them focus on building relationships
that keep kids coming back to church.

Don’t sweat it. There’s a simple solution.

Download free sample lessons today at group.com/SimplyLoved




BEYOND BASIG TRAINING

Kids’ needs are complex and different now
than just a few years ago. Focus your team on
advanced training for maximum effectiveness.

and in a post-pandemic, divided, and often turbulent world, it's critical that

Well—trained volunteers are the backbone of any thriving kidmin program—

volunteers are equipped to be the presence kids need. Here are 7 key areas
of advanced training that will elevate your team’s ability to engage with children

more meaningfully and effectively.

Emphasize emotional intelligence (El)
training.

Beyond basic interpersonal skills,
emotional intelligence (El) is crucial

for managing diverse behaviors and
fostering a supportive environment
with children. Train your volunteers in
recognizing and responding appro-
priately to children’s emotions. Tech-
niques such as role-playing different
scenarios can help volunteers practice
empathetic responses and develop
better emotional regulation. Resources
like books or workshops on El tailored
to children’s needs can also provide
deeper insights into building strong
emotional connections between volun-
teers and the children they serve.

Utilize reflective practice
for continuous improvement.

Encourage volunteers to engage in
reflective practice by setting aside time
for regular self-assessment and peer
feedback. After each quarter, event, or
initiative, facilitate a structured reflec-
tion where volunteers frankly discuss
what worked, what didn’t, and areas
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for improvement. This method helps
in identifying personal strengths
and areas for growth, fostering a
culture of continuous improvement
and self-awareness.

Implement scenario-based training.
Move beyond theoretical training

by using scenario-based training to
simulate real-life situations. Develop
complex scenarios that volunteers
might face, such as managing a group
of children with varying needs or han-
dling a conflict between children. By
role-playing these scenarios, volun-
teers can practice problem-solving and
decision-making skills in a controlled
environment, leading to better pre-
paredness when facing actual chal-
lenges.

Focus on non-verhal
communication skills.

Effective communication with children
involves more than just words. Train
your volunteers to be aware of their
non-verbal cues, such as body lan-
guage, facial expressions, and tone of

voice. Activities that involve
interpreting and responding to
different non-verbal signals can
enhance volunteers’ ability to
communicate effectively and create
a welcoming atmosphere.

Incorporate trauma-informed
care practices.

Understanding trauma and its impact
on children’s behavior is crucial for
effective ministry. Train volunteers in
trauma-informed care practices, which
emphasize creating a safe and sup-
portive environment for children who
may have experienced trauma. Pro-
vide training on recognizing signs of
trauma, responding to trauma-related
behaviors, and implementing strate-
gies to support affected children while
maintaining a focus on their strengths
and resilience.

Integrate peer mentoring
and coaching.

Develop a peer mentoring and
coaching system where experienced
volunteers mentor newer or less
experienced team members. This
approach allows for knowledge
transfer and provides ongoing
support. Create structured mentoring
relationships with clear goals and
regular check-ins to ensure that new

volunteers receive practical guidance
and feedback, enhancing their confi-
dence and competence.

Create a personalized development
plan for each volunteer.

Develop personalized development
plans for each volunteer to address
their specific strengths, interests, and
areas for growth. Conduct one-on-one
meetings to set goals, discuss devel-
opment opportunities, and create a
tailored plan that includes targeted
training, mentorship, and hands-on
experiences. Regularly review and
update these plans to ensure that
volunteers continue to grow and
contribute effectively.

Training volunteers in children’s
ministry goes beyond standard
procedures; it involves cultivating
advanced skills and fostering an
environment of continuous growth
and reflection. Implementing advanced
strategies will not only improve your
volunteers’ interactions with children
but also create a more dynamic,
responsive, and supportive ministry
environment. As leaders, investing
time and resources in these training
areas will ultimately lead to a more
impactful and meaningful experience
for all the children you serve.
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Better than anuthing
Indiana Jones can ogger!

10-PART BIBLE
LESSON SERIES

Y Help your kids stand
with Jesus gor eternity!
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BIBLE SCHOOL

I

Full o¢:
B ¢un gacts and color
B cun activities
Can be usSed in:

m) Bible class

m) Baptismal class

INENGLISY
OR SPANISH

Begin your Amazing Adventure by enrolling today!

Email: afbibleschool@amazingfacts.org
Phone: 844-215-7000
Mail: Amazing Facts Bible School, P.O. Box 909, Roseville, CA 95678

(Fill out and mail the form below or visit https://amazingbiblestudies.com/by-mail.)

Please include the child’s name, age, and birth month and the
parent’s or guardian’s name and address in any correspondence.

Parent’s Name
Child’s Name

Age Birth Month
Street
City State ZIP

Choose one: [ English [ Spanish




SERMONSATTES

JESUSIEOVESAVOU!

A COLORING BOOK
FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES

The perfect gift for the children in your church!
Help kids experience the life of Jesus with vibrant images
and stories. Hours of faith-focused fun and creativity.

Order in bulk so you
always have copies on
hand to give away to kids
who are new to church

or eager to learn more
about Jesus.

The perfect gift for a child

who has been hospitalized with a life-threatening illness.
This book sensitively walks children through the scary things
they may face during diagnosis and treatment. It helps children face
their challenges with courage, knowing they are never alone.

Jesus is right there with them!

SCAN THE CODE to ORDER TODAY on AMAZON )

Give the gift of hope to someone dealing with the “Yuckity Yick”

n




A FAMILY
DIVIDED

A Post-Election

Ghristian Approach to Healing

ministry leaders to guide families with compassion and care. A charged political

A s we move past a chaotic and divisive election year, it's important for children’s

climate can often lead to heightened emotions, divisions, and stress within our
faith communities. As a leader, your role extends beyond teaching children about
faith; it includes nurturing a spirit of unity, healing, and love. Here’s how to create
an environment of healing and caring for the families you serve.

Foster a Spirit of Unity

and Inclusion.

The community may feel divided, but
the church can be a beacon of unity.
Start by promoting inclusivity within
your children’s ministry. Encourage
discussions about empathy, under-
standing, and respect for differing
viewpoints. Emphasize biblical princi-
ples that advocate for love and accep-
tance, such as 1 Peter 4:8, “Above all,
love each other deeply, because love
covers over a multitude of sins.” Create
activities that highlight the importance
of coming together despite our differ-
ences.

Lead by Example
in Gonflict Resolution.

Children learn by observing the be-
havior of adults. As a leader, model
how to handle conflicts with grace and
respect. Demonstrate active listening
and constructive dialogue in meet-
ings and interactions. Show children
how to navigate disagreements while
maintaining respect and kindness.

For instance, use Bible passages that
illustrate conflict resolution and the
importance of forgiveness, such as the
story of Joseph and his brothers.
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Greate Safe Spaces for Dialogue.

Establish safe spaces within your minis-
try where families can discuss their
concerns and viewpoints without fear
of judgment or retribution. Facilitate
conversations that allow individuals

to share their experiences and feel-
ings openly. These spaces should be
grounded in the principle of mutual
respect, as outlined in James 1:19,
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow
to speak, and slow to become angry.”

Encourage Acts of Service
and Community Engagement.

Channel unruly energy and emotions
into positive action. Organize com-
munity service projects and outreach
programs that address local needs. By
focusing on serving others, families
can shift their attention from politi-
cal divisions to collective efforts that
benefit the community. This approach
aligns with Galatians 5:13, which
encourages believers to “serve one
another humbly in love.”

Promote Biblical Teachings
on Peace and Forgiveness.

Reinforce the teachings of peace
and forgiveness found in the Bible.

Incorporate lessons that emphasize
Jesus’ message of reconciliation and the
importance of loving one’s neighbor.
Focus on passages like Matthew 5:9,
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God.” Encour-
age families to practice these teachings
in their daily lives and interactions.

Focus on Shared Values.

Highlight the core values that unite us
as a Christian community rather than
political opinions that divide us. Focus
on common ground such as faith,
family, and service to others. Develop
programs and activities that celebrate
these shared values, fostering a sense
of unity and belonging. For example,
organize family-oriented events that
emphasize teamwork and collabora-
tion, reinforcing the idea that we are
stronger together.

Encourage Personal Reflection
and Growth

Invite families to engage in personal
reflection and spiritual growth. Provide
tools such as devotionals, reflection
guides, or journaling prompts that help
individuals process their emotions and
grow spiritually. Encourage participa-
tion in Bible studies or small groups
focused on building personal faith and
understanding, fostering a deeper con-
nection with God and each other.

By implementing these strategies, you
and the families you serve can foster a
nurturing environment that promotes
healing, unity, and compassion within
your church community, reflecting the
love and teachings of Christ in every
interaction.

PRAGTICAL TIPS

Create Common Goals

Encourage Active Listening

Offer Mediation

Promote Positive Communication

Foster a Culture of Forgiveness

Celebrate Unity

Provide Ongoing Education
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There's a REAL
Difference With Group VBS!

Group VBS programs are all
designed with the R.E.A.L.
philosophy. In every VBS program,
you'll find experiences that...

* nurture relationship with Jesus
and each other

engage all the senses to connect
with every learning style

connect Bible learning with life
application

create lightbulb moments to
help make VBS an experience
that lasts a lifetime

What Makes Group VBS
Experiences So Effective?

VBS is the largest children’s
outreach event that churches
host. For thousands of kids, it may
be their only experience with a
church. With Group VBS, it's our
goal that...

+ it's an experience that begins a
lifelong relationship with Jesus

+ it's an experience that moves
faith from the head to the heart

+ it's an experience that challenges
kids in fresh and surprising ways

Learn more and shop today at group.com/vbs or call 800.447.1070.

Choose the 2025 VBS Program

That's Right for Your Church

The Easy VBS®
Everyone's Favorite VBS!

+ A 5-day high-energy VBS
with maximum impact

+ The most popular VBS
program that's easy to
plan, easy to decorate,
and easy to host!

Group’s Holy Land Adventure®
The one-of-a-kind Bible-times VBS!

+ A 5-day VBS where kids
travel back to Bible times
to experience the Bible
firsthand

+ Can be used as crew-based
or family-based VBS

Group’'s Weekend VBS®
The simple VBS any church
can do!

* The 2-day VBS event
that's perfect for smaller
churches or churches just
starting a VBS program

+ Lower cost, fewer supplies,
less prep time

Need help deciding between these three great VBS programs?
Take the VBS quiz for a customized recommendation! Group.com/vbsquiz

Use your phone camera to scan the QR code and take the Group VBS quiz.



LOOKIN

FOR THE
DOOR?

MISTAKES YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO MAKE

WITH NEW FAMILIES

a positive first impression and build lasting relationships. You know that

Welcoming guest families to your church is a critical opportunity to make

getting it right can mean the difference between a family becoming active-
ly involved...or slipping away unnoticed. Here are 5 common mistakes to avoid,
along with practical advice and examples from children’s ministers who have

learned these lessons the hard way.

MISTAKE 1:Neglecting a
Personalized Welcome

Relying solely on generic greetings and
information packets can make new par-
ents feel like just another number rather
than valued guests.

FIX IT: Personalize your welcome ap-
proach. Assign a designated greeter or
a team member to specifically welcome
new families. Engage them in conversa-
tion about their children’s interests and
needs. For example, Sarah, a children’s
ministry director, says she learned this
the hard way when new families who
didn’t return said they felt overlooked
due to a lack of personal engagement
in a follow-up survey. By implement-
ing a “Welcome Team” that personally
introduces themselves and offers tai-
lored information based on the family’s
needs, Sarah saw a significant increase
in returning guests.
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MISTAKE 2: Information Overload

Bombarding new parents with too
much information can be overwhelming
and counterproductive.

FIX IT: Focus on providing concise, rel-
evant information that highlights key as-
pects of your ministry. Create a stream-
lined welcome packet that includes
essential details about your program and
how to get involved. For example, John,
an experienced children’s minister, says
he handed out extensive brochures and
detailed schedules to new parents in

an effort to make sure they had all the
information they could possibly need. He
later realized that most parents were too
overwhelmed to process the information
and the majority ended up in trash bins.
John says he now offers a brief, simple,
well-organized packet with only basic
information when visiting parents are
greeted on their way in. He encourages

parents’ questions and reminds them
they can connect with ministry volun-
teers at any point during the morning.

MISTAKE 3: [gnoring Follow-Up

Failing to follow up with new fami-
lies after their initial visit can result in
missed opportunities for connection
and engagement.

FIX IT: Ensure you're collecting contact
information and implement a structured
follow-up process. Send a personalized
thank-you note or email, and make a
follow-up phone call within a week of
their visit. Ericka, a children’s pastor,
says she initially overlooked the im-
portance of follow-up communication,
leading to broken connections with new
families at a key juncture. By institut-
ing a system where a caring volunteer
reaches out within a week to offer
additional information and answer any
questions, Emily says her ministry’s
retention rate of new families increased
significantly.

MISTAKE 4:Underestimating
the Power of First Impressions

Assuming that parents will return de-
spite a less-than-stellar first experience
can be an unfortunate assumption.

FIX IT: Pay attention to every aspect

of what a family’s first visit will be like,
from the cleanliness and organization
of your space to the friendliness of

your team. Destiny, now the hospitality
team leader at her church, says she was
struck one morning as she witnessed

a visiting family’s frustration grow due
to a disorganized check-in process

and a lack of welcoming interactions.
Unfortunately, the family didn’t even
stay for the service, she said. Dismayed,

Destiny said she began to work with
the children’s minister and other leaders
to make hospitality everywhere in the
church a key priority. By insisting upon
a clean, organized, and welcoming
environment and training volunteers to
be attentive and friendly, Destiny and
her team help ensure that all guests feel
valued, comfortable, and in good hands
from the moment they walk in.

MISTAKE 5: Failing to Address
Goncerns Promptly

Not addressing any concerns or issues
that new parents may have can lead to
frustration and disengagement.

FIX IT: Be proactive in listening to and
addressing any concerns that arise.
Have a system in place for parents

to easily voice their concerns or ask
questions and ensure that these are
handled promptly. For example, Lisa,
a kidmin volunteer, found that new
parents were hesitant to voice con-
cerns about a lack of age-appropriate
activities and snack choices because
they felt their concerns wouldn'’t

be addressed. By implementing a
feedback system for visiting guests,
promptly addressing issues and
communicating about the solutions,
Lisa was able to demonstrate respon-
siveness and commitment to meeting
the needs of new families.

Avoiding these mistakes can sig-
nificantly enhance the experience of
visiting parents and encourage them to
become active families in your church
community. You and your team'’s at-
tention to these details will ensure that
new families feel valued and supported,
paving the way for a thriving and inclu-
sive ministry that thrives.
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from the Inside Out
Get trained and equipped to impact START YOUR JOURNEY

kids and families for Christ www.moody.edu/online (800) 588-8344

At Moody Bible Institute, our Children and Family Ministry
certificates and degrees empower you with the biblical foundation,
practical tools, and expert training you need to succeed. Whether
you're called to lead in a church setting or teach in a classroom,
you’ll graduate ready to make a lasting difference in the lives of
children and families through the power of God’s Word.

MOODY
Online”




LIFTING\ onevolunteer
SPIRITS/) atatime g

Inspire, admire, and encourage your volunteers with
We Thank God for You!

It's the perfect,
cost-effective gift for
all your volunteers.

The easiest way to say
'THANK YOU' for
serving in ministry.

CHURCH
LEADERS

CHURCHLEADERS.COM
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T00LS T0 LEVERAGE FOR
IRL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

TE G H FU H echnology is no longer a novelty but a vital
tool for engaging, teaching, and connecting

TODAY’S
KIDMIN

Here are key technologies children’s ministries need to use or be aware of in 2025.

O== [mmersive Learning Experiences:
Augmented and Virtual Reality (AR/VR)

AR and VR are now mainstream.
These tools provide rich, interactive
experiences that can engage children
in ways traditional methods often
cannot. Imagine taking kids on a virtual
tour of biblical sites or bringing Bible
stories to life in three dimensions.
AR and VR can enhance storytelling
by allowing children to not just hear
the story of Moses parting the Red
Sea, but experience it as though they
were there.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT:

* Engagement: Kids are visual learn-
ers and are more likely to be en-
gaged when they can interact with
the content.

* Retention: Studies show that im-
mersive learning experiences help
with information retention.

¢ Accessibility: Children who might
struggle with traditional learning
methods, such as those with ADHD
or autism, often benefit from interac-
tive, multi-sensory approaches.

m Children’s Ministry Directory 2025

with the next generation. Children are
digital natives, growing up in a world shaped
by technology, and kidmin leaders must adapt.
You are no doubt already aware that effective
ministry requires more than just good pro-
gramming—it requires leveraging the right
tools to reach young hearts and minds.

O== Jrtificial Intelligence (Al)
in Curriculum Personalization

Al has revolutionized the world of
personalized learning, and children’s
ministries can benefit significantly from
this trend. Al-powered software can
help you adapt existing curriculum to
meet individual learning styles, special
needs, and even theological depth.
Whether a child is a visual learner,
prefers reading, or responds best to
hands-on activities, Al can tailor the
experience accordingly.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT:
¢ Tailored Learning: Every child is
different, and Al can help specialize
your existing curriculum for individ-
ual needs.
e Data-Driven Insights: Al tools can
offer valuable insights into a child’s
spiritual development and suggest
ways to help them grow.
Scalability: As ministries grow in
size, Al can assist in managing
larger groups of kids without
sacrificing the quality of individual-
ized attention.

O===Digital Discipleship Platforms
Digital discipleship is becoming a key
element of ministry as more children
and families shift to a hybrid or entirely
online model. Platforms like Minno,
RightNow Medla, and Bible App for
Kids are excellent tools, but the future
demands an even more integrated
approach. Ministries will be smart to
provide access to a cohesive online
platform where children can learn, in-
teract, and grow in their faith through-
out the week—not just on Sundays.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT:

¢ Continuity of Learning: Digital plat-
forms ensure that spiritual growth
continues throughout the week and
not just during Sunday service.

¢ Parent Partnership: These platforms
allow parents to actively participate
in their children’s spiritual journey.

¢ Accessibility and Flexibility: Online
platforms make discipleship acces-
sible regardless of geographical
limitations or schedules.

O== J0Cial Media

and Short-Form Content

The rise of short-form content plat-
forms like TikTok, Instagram Reels, and
YouTube Shorts has reshaped the way
young people consume media. Minis-
tries must harness these platforms to
deliver short, impactful spiritual lessons
and engage kids where they already
spend their time. A 15-second Bible
verse challenge, a quick story about
Jesus’ miracles, or a worship dance tu-
torial can capture a child’s attention far
more effectively than a long sermon.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT:
e Cultural Relevance: If you aren’t
speaking the language of short-form

content, you're missing where kids
are spending their time.

* Engagement: Social media platforms
allow for real-time interaction, which
can make children feel more connect-
ed to the content.

* Reach: These platforms offer a
global reach, allowing ministries to
influence not only their immediate
community but children worldwide.

O== (amification of Learning
Gamification will soon be a crucial
tool for children’s ministries. Gamified
apps and platforms like Superbook,
Bible Memory Kids, and Guardians of
Ancora show how powerful this ap-
proach can be. Gamification taps into
a child’s natural desire for achievement
and progress by turning Bible learning
into interactive challenges, quests, or
rewards-based tasks.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT:

* Engagement: Kids are natural-
ly drawn to games, and gamified
learning can keep them engaged in
spiritual development.

e Learning Retention: Gamification
encourages repetition and practice,
which can help children internalize
biblical lessons.

¢ Positive Reinforcement: Reward
systems in gamification provide
motivation for consistent spiritual
growth.

Technology will never replace the core
elements of children’s ministry—rela-
tionships, mentorship, and the gospel.
However, it will enhance the ways we
can reach and disciple kids. The chal-
lenge for ministry leaders is not simply
to adopt technology but to leverage it
in a way that keeps Christ at the center
of everything we do.
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LOOKING TO YOUR

KIDS MINISTRY?

{# EASY TO PREP

{9 EASY TO CUSTOMIZE
A FULL YEAR OF CURRICULUM + RESOURCES

Excited yet?
HERE'S WHAT'S INCLUDED ..

g W l

DISCIPLESHIP ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTS i
PLANNING !
TEACHING VOLUNTEERS

EVENTS

Have you heard? :

GROW KIDS NOW
HAS MUSIC!

GROWMUSIC.ORG “m




Lt WAVES OF WONReR .. .. ovs werune

wash over you as you get out into God’s
creation this summer at Vacation Bible School!

Be inspired by the beauty and majesty of what Day 2 Rushing Water Psalm 104
God has made. Through worship and drama, Day 3 wilderness Waves  Exodus 17:1-7
Bible study, art and science explorations, and Day 4 \WavesontheSea Mark 4:35-41

Day 1  Making Waves Genesis 1:1-2:3

active games, children will deepen their Day 5  River of Life Revelation 22:1-5, 16-17
understanding of the importance of water
and be invited to join God in caring for this

precious natural resource.

Learn more at www.ShineCurriculum.com/Vacation-Bible-School SHi




